Their Messiah our Messiah

1. Historical and Cultural Development

Christianity began as a Jewish messianic movement in first-century Palestine but gradually
evolved into a separate religion as it attracted more Gentile converts and developed distinct
theological doctrines. The early followers of Jesus were observant Jews who initially saw him as
fulfilling traditional messianic hopes, but the movement’s evolution away from Jewish law and
practice created an irreversible split. Jewish communities view this development as a tragic
misunderstanding and misappropriation of their scriptures and messianic expectations,
particularly given the centuries of persecution that followed. The historical consequences of this
split—including Christian anti-Semitism and attempts to convert Jews—have deepened Jewish
resistance to accepting Jesus as the Messiah. This complex history continues to influence
interfaith relations and theological discussions today.

2. Approach to Scripture

Christians read the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) through the lens of Jesus’s life, finding
prophetic foreshadowing and typological fulfillment in passages that Jews read differently. This
interpretive approach, developed by early Christian theologians, sees Jesus as the hidden
meaning behind many Hebrew scripture passages. Jewish scholars maintain that such
reinterpretation violates the original context and meaning of their sacred texts, arguing for literal
and contextual understanding based on centuries of rabbinic interpretation. They view Christian
readings as retrofitting Jesus into prophecies that were never intended to be messianic or
applying them in ways that ignore their historical setting. This hermeneutical divide reflects
different authorities and traditions for understanding scripture’s meaning.

3. Relationship with Gentiles

Christianity teaches that Jesus broke down the barriers between Jews and Gentiles, offering
salvation to all humanity regardless of ethnic or religious background. The apostle Paul’s
mission to the Gentiles and the rapid spread of Christianity beyond Jewish communities became
seen as fulfillment of prophecies about the nations coming to worship Israel’s God. Jewish
understanding of the Messiah includes bringing all nations to recognize God, but this happens
after the restoration of Israel and the establishment of peace, not through abandoning Jewish law
and practice. Many Jews see Christianity’s appeal to Gentiles as coming at the cost of diluting or
abandoning essential Jewish teachings and identity. This disagreement reflects different visions
of how God’s relationship with all humanity should develop.

4. Miracles as Evidence

Christians cite Jesus’s numerous miracles—healing the sick, raising the dead, walking on water,
feeding thousands—as supernatural confirmation of his messianic and divine nature. The
Gospels present these miraculous acts as signs that convinced many followers of Jesus’s special
status and authority from God. Judaism, however, maintains that miracles alone don’t validate
messianic claims, pointing to other biblical figures like Moses and Elijah who performed great
miracles without being considered messiahs. Jewish tradition emphasizes that the Messiah’s
identity will be confirmed through the fulfillment of specific historical and social prophecies, not
supernatural displays. This reflects a more pragmatic approach to messianic validation based on
observable, lasting changes in the world.

5. Resurrection
The claim that Jesus rose from the dead three days after his crucifixion stands at the heart of
Christian faith and messianic belief. Christians argue that only the true Messiah could conquer
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death, and Jesus’s resurrection validates all his claims about his divine identity and mission.
While Judaism does believe in a future resurrection of the dead during the Messianic Age, it
doesn’t connect any individual’s resurrection to proof of messianic status. Jewish scholars point
out that other figures in Hebrew scripture, like Elijah, were taken up to heaven without dying, yet
weren’t considered messiahs. They view resurrection claims as insufficient evidence for
messianic identity, requiring instead the fulfillment of specific prophetic promises about world
transformation.

6. Atonement and Salvation

Christianity teaches that Jesus’s sacrificial death atoned for humanity’s sins, establishing a new
covenant between God and all people through faith in Christ. This concept of vicarious
atonement—one person dying for others’ sins—became central to Christian theology and
salvation. Judaism rejects this notion entirely, teaching instead that individuals achieve
forgiveness through sincere repentance, prayer, and good deeds, with no need for a mediating
sacrifice. The Hebrew Bible emphasizes that each person bears responsibility for their own
actions, and the idea of a dying, sacrificial Messiah contradicts Jewish understanding of both
divine justice and the Messiah’s role. This theological divide reflects fundamentally different
views of sin, forgiveness, and humanity’s relationship with God.

7. Mission and Role

Most Second Temple period Jews expected the Messiah to be a political and military leader who
would overthrow foreign oppressors and restore Jewish sovereignty. Jesus, however, focused on
spiritual transformation, preaching about God’s kingdom in heaven rather than establishing an
earthly Jewish state. Christians believe this spiritual mission—offering salvation from sin and
eternal life—represents the true messianic purpose that transcends political boundaries. Jewish
tradition maintains that the Messiah’s primary role involves tangible, this-world changes: ending
war, establishing justice, and creating a perfected society where God’s presence is universally
recognized. This fundamental difference in expectations explains why many first-century Jews
didn’t accept Jesus as their long-awaited deliverer.

8. Fulfillment of Prophecies

Christians see Jesus as fulfilling numerous messianic prophecies, including Isaiah’s suffering
servant passage, Daniel’s timeline predictions, and Zechariah’s description of a humble king
entering Jerusalem on a donkey. They interpret these prophecies as being fulfilled spiritually
through Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. Jewish scholars counter that Jesus failed to fulfill
the most important messianic prophecies: establishing world peace, rebuilding the Temple in
Jerusalem, gathering all Jews back to Israel, and bringing universal knowledge of God. They
argue that these concrete, observable changes haven’t occurred, making Jesus’s messianic claims
premature at best. This disagreement reflects different approaches to how prophecies should be
understood and fulfilled.

9. The Nature of the Messiah

Christianity’s central claim that Jesus is both fully God and fully human—part of the Holy
Trinity—directly conflicts with Judaism’s strict monotheism. Christians believe Jesus’s divine
nature proves his messianic identity, citing his own claims to divinity and his followers’ worship
of him as God incarnate. Jewish theology, however, considers the deification of any human
being as idolatry, a violation of the fundamental commandment to worship God alone.
According to Jewish belief, the Messiah will be an extraordinary but entirely human leader,



descended from David, who will accomplish specific earthly tasks. This represents perhaps the
most unbridgeable gap between the two faiths’ understanding of who the Messiah is meant to be.

10. Prophecies of Birth and Lineage

Christians point to Isaiah 7:14’s prophecy of a virgin birth and Micah 5:2’s prediction of a
Messiah born in Bethlehem as clear evidence Jesus fulfilled messianic expectations. The Gospels
of Matthew and Luke trace Jesus’s genealogy back to King David, establishing his royal
credentials. However, Jewish scholars argue that Isaiah’s original Hebrew text refers to a young
woman, not specifically a virgin, and that the Messiah must be born naturally through the
paternal line of David via Solomon. They view the virgin birth as a mistranslation that
contradicts their understanding of how the Messiah would arrive. This foundational disagreement
sets the stage for deeper theological differences about Jesus’s nature and mission.

The reason the Jewish people did not accept Jesus as their Messiah was for several reasons.
Remember the New Testament had not been compiled and written as what the Gentiles calls the
New Testament. The New Testament which was written later Peter was the apostle to the Jews
and Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles, which showed the reason why they did not accept
Jesus.

1. Political Messiah; looking for a leader who would lead them to freedom from Roman
oppression and restore the Kingdom of Israel to its former glory, similar to the reign of
King David. (question asked in Mathew 24)

2. Jesus did not fulfill the key messianic prophecies that Judaism holds essential for the
Messiah, such as the rebuilding of the Holy Temple and the ingathering of the Jewish
exiles. (Both Judah and Israel would come back together)

3. Judaism is strictly monotheistic, maintaining that God is an individual and eternal being
with no physical form. The worship of any human figure, including Jesus, is considered
idolatry (The deity of Jesus as God or Gods son)

4. The disagreements between Judaism and Christianity stem from monotheism, messianic
expectations, and interpretations of prophecy. These factors contributed to Jewish
rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, despite his significant role in Christianity.

(Judaism was practiced of their law of those that did accept Christ which dissolved over time as
the Hebrews faded in their numbers, and none of those of Judaism did accept Christianity, as the
Gentiles began to grow in numbers once the course was set by the meeting over what and how
the Gentiles would be accepted in what they were to do which in history wasn’t know until the
completion of the Cannon as to what had happened during those early days of Christianity.)

The Gentiles since Christ came as Gods only begotten Son believe those of the Jewish people
that are the first chosen through Abrahams seed as Israel is Gods first Son on the earth, the
reason they are in the state they are in now have been in for the past 2,000 years is because they
have denied Gods first and only begotten Son Jesus who was sent to this earth to redeem all of
mankind. Gods plan for Israel is still in progress, and that Israels restoration and inclusion of the
Gentiles are a part of his plan Isa 49:6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

You see the Gentiles believe this chapter is referring to Jesus which they denied, as well as Isa.
53.



